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DIANA GABALDON is the author of the international bestselling 
Outlander novels and Lord John Grey series

She says that the Outlander series started by accident: ‘I decided to 
write a novel for practice in order to learn what it took to write a 
novel, and to decide whether I really wanted to do it for real.  
I did – and here we all are trying to decide what to call books that 
nobody can describe, but that fortunately most people seem to enjoy.’

And enjoy them they do – in their millions, all over the world. 
Published in 42 countries and 38 languages, in 2014 the Out­
lander novels were made into an acclaimed TV series starring Sam 
Heughan as Jamie Fraser and Caitriona Balfe as Claire.

Diana lives with her husband and dogs in Scottsdale, Arizona, and 
is currently at work on her ninth Outlander novel.
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OUTLANDER SERIES

Outlander (previously published as Cross Stitch)
Claire Randall  asses through a circle of standing stones and finds 
herself in Jacobite Scotland, pursued by danger and forcibly married 
to another man – a young Scots warrior named Jamie Fraser.

Dragonfly in Amber
For twenty years Claire Randall has kept the secrets of an ancient 
battle and her daughter’s heritage. But the dead don’t sleep, and the 
time for silence is long past.

Voyager
Jamie Fraser died on the battlefield of Culloden – or did he? Claire 
seeks through the darkness of time for the man who once was her 
soul – and might be once again.

Drums of Autumn
How far will a daughter go, to save the life of a father she’s never 
known?

The Fiery Cross
The North Carolina backcountry is burning and the long fuse of 
rebellion is lit. Jamie Fraser is a born leader of men but how much  

A Breath of Snow and Ashes
1772, and three years hence, the shot heard round the world will be 
fired. But will Jamie, Claire, and the Frasers of Fraser’s Ridge be still 
alive to hear it?

An Echo in the Bone
Jamie Fraser is an 18th-century Highlander, and ex-Jacobite traitor, 
and a reluctant rebel. His wife, Claire Randall Fraser, is a surgeon – 
from the 20th century. What she knows of the future of America and 

Written in My Own Heart’s Blood
Jamie Fraser returns from a watery grave to discover that his best 
friend has married his wife, his illegitimate son has discovered (to 
his horror) who his father really is, and his nephew wants to marry 
a Quaker. The Frasers can only be thankful that their daughter and 
her family are safe in 20th-century Scotland. Or . . . not.

 p

the American revolution compels him to fight for his family; what

Or not. . .

will he sacrifice for freedom? 

. . . not.Or not. . .

she doesn’t know may kill them both.

Jamie Fraser is an 18th-century Highlander, ex-Jacobite traitor, and  
a reluctant rebel. His wife, Claire Randall Fraser, is a surgeon – from 
the 20th century. What she knows of the future of America and the 
American Revolution compels him to fight for his family; what she 
doesn’t know may kill them both.
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Introduction

I was eight years old when I realized that people wrote books. 
They didn’t just spring out of the bookshelves like toilet 
paper in the grocery store; someone actually put words on 
paper and somehow a book happened. Astonishing!

My family lived in Flagstaff, up in the high mountains of 
Arizona, and on Sundays when the weather was good, we’d 
drive out to the nearby cinder hills and spend a few hours 
exploring. We found thousands of pottery shards left by the 
indigenous people of the area, pinon nuts and the sticky, fra­
grant cones they come from, white-barked aspen trees with 
sap the color of blood – and on one unforgettable occasion, 
a bobcat.

The drive back was always quiet, everybody tired from 
running and walking and climbing – those were the days 
when I was made of elastic and eiderdown and could 
spring over rocks and logs like a springbok.

Coming back from one summer outing, I was leaning 
my face against the cool glass of the window, watching the 
huge afternoon thunderheads build up, masses of clouds 
gathering out of nowhere. And I was having a conversa­
tion with God.

The priest who taught Religious Education had recently 
introduced the third grade to the notion that prayer is 
talking to God, and suggested that we might do just that, 
privately, as an alternative to the formal sorts of prayers we 
had in church. So I’d been giving that a try – I remember 
experimentally telling God about grasshoppers (silently, 
to be sure) during one long (Latin, in those days) Mass.

In the mood induced by tiredness and clouds, I was 
not really praying, but I was thinking about books (I 
read incessantly; when I wasn’t reading, I was looking 
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forward to reading) – and found myself telling God that 
I thought I was supposed to write books (though I had 
not the slightest idea how such a thing could be done); 
I wanted to write the sort of books that would ‘lift people 
up’ (as close as I could come to describing the effect of 
a book that takes the reader out of the limits of mind 
and body).

And God said (approximately), ‘OK. That sounds like a 
good idea.’

Now, I did not set to writing books at once; I had no 
idea how that worked. But I did hold on to the idea that I 
was supposed to write books.

I did not confide this ambition to my parents. While 
deeply loving and highly literate, my parents were both 
born in 1930; they were children during the Depression 
and teenagers during World War II – it was All About Secur­
ity, and getting a good job with health benefits and a good 
pension. My father was fond of saying to me, ‘You’re such a 
poor judge of character, you’re bound to marry some bum, 
so get a good education so you can support your children.’

Little as I knew about being a novelist, I was pretty sure 
they didn’t get a regular salary, let alone a pension. So I 
kept quiet about my literary convictions, and got a Ph.D. 
in Quantitative Behavioral Ecology (that’s just animal 
behavior with a lot of statistics, don’t worry about it).

I liked science. I was good at it. But I still knew that I was 
supposed to be a novelist.

And when I turned thirty-five, I said to myself, ‘Mozart 
was dead at thirty-six! Maybe you’d better get a move on.’

So I decided that on my thirty-sixth birthday, I would 
begin writing a book. What sort of book? Who knew? I 
didn’t think I knew enough to write a mystery or science-
fiction (I read absolutely anything, but at the time, was 
most given to what you might call speculative fiction, 
preferably with blood). So  . . .  what might be the easiest 
kind of book to write?

This was, after all, going to be purely a practice book, writ­
ten for the sole purpose of learning how to write a novel – so 
it didn’t really matter what kind of book it was, did it?
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Well, for me, I thought the easiest thing to write might 
be historical fiction (I read a lot of that, too). I was a uni­
versity professor; I knew my way around a library. It seemed 
easier to look things up than make them up entirely – and 
if I turned out to have no imagination, I could steal things 
from the historical record.

All right. Where and when should I set this book? I had 
no particular background in history, save the six hours of 
Western Civilization they made us take as undergraduates. 
I’d have to look everything up anyway, so time and place 
didn’t really matter.

So I began contemplating times and places: Ancient 
Babylonia? Venice under the Borgias? American Civil War?

And somewhere in the midst of this contemplation, I 
happened to see a really old episode of Doctor Who on pub­
lic television. (It was part of the ‘War Games’ sequence, 
with Patrick Troughton as the Second Doctor.) In this par­
ticular episode, the Doctor had picked up a young 
Scotsman from 1745 – a dashing young man who appeared 
in his kilt.

‘Well, that’s rather fetching,’ I thought.
I was still thinking about it during church the next day, 

and, with a mental shrug, said, ‘OK, why not? The import­
ant thing is to pick a place and get started. All right; 
Scotland, eighteenth century.’

So that’s where I began: knowing nothing about Scot­
land or the eighteenth century. Having no plot, no outline 
and no characters – only the vague images conjured up by 
the notion of a Man in a Kilt.

Which, as I think you will all agree, is a very compelling 
image.

And so I began.
I hope you will enjoy the journey.

Diana Gabaldon
All Hallows Eve, 2019
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