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It never really occurred to her that literary 
men, if they like women at all, do not want 
literary women but girls.

The May of Teck Club ‘exists for the Pecuniary 

Convenience and Social Protection of Ladies of Slender 

Means below the age of Thirty Years’. Nevertheless, 

and though there is a war on, these girls find the time 

between elocution lessons to jostle one another over 

suitors (some more suitable than others) and a single 

Schiaparelli gown. But can a love of literature, fine 

clothes and amorous young men save these young  

ladies from the horrors of the real world?

‘Unsettling and exhilarating’   

William Boyd, Daily Telegraph
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Muriel Spark (1918–2006), DBE, CLit, was born and educated in 
Edinburgh. A poet and novelist, she was best known for her stories 
and her many successful novels, including Memento Mori, The Prime of 
Miss Jean Brodie, The Driver’s Seat, The Hothouse by the East River, Loitering 
with Intent, A Far Cry from Kensington, Symposium and The Finishing 
School. She also wrote children’s books; radio plays; a comedy (Doctors 
of Philosophy, first performed in London in 1962); biographies of 
nineteenth-century literary figures, including Mary Shelley and Emily 
Brontë; a volume of autobiography, Curriculum Vitae; and in 2004 
published All the Poems of Muriel Spark.

For her long career of literary achievement, Dame Muriel Spark 
won international praise and many awards, including the David Cohen 
British Literature Award, the T. S. Eliot Award, the Observer Short-
Story Prize, the James Tait Black Memorial Prize, the Boccaccio Prize 
for European Literature, the Gold Pen Award, the first Enlightenment 
Award and the Italia Prize for dramatic radio. She was made an 
Honorary Member of the American Academy and Institute of Arts 
and Letters and a Commandeur de l’Ordre des Arts et des Lettres in 
France. She was given honorary doctorates of Letters from a number 
of universities, including London, Edinburgh and Oxford, and she 
was made the first Honorary Citizen of the historic Tuscan town of 
Civitella in Val di Chiana. Muriel Spark died in 2006. 

Mike Willcox is a self-taught, multi-disciplinary artist. He was born 
in the United States of America in 1985, residing in Florida Keys for 
most of his life. He works as an illustrator and fine artist. 
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Penguin Books is part of the Penguin Random House group of companies 
whose addresses can be found at global.penguinrandomhouse.com.

First published by Macmillan 1963

Published in Penguin Books 1966

Reissued 2013

This Penguin Essentials edition published 2020
001

Copyright © Muriel Spark, 1963

The moral right of the author has been asserted

The verses from ‘Moonlit Apples’, The Collected Poems of John Drinkwater,  
are quoted by permission of Sidgwick and Jackson, Ltd

Printed and bound in Great Britain by Clays Ltd, Elcograf S.p.A.

A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

isbn: 978–0–241–98912–8

www.greenpenguin.co.uk

Penguin Random House is committed to a 
sustainable future for our business, our readers
and our planet. �is book is made from Forest
Stewardship Council® certified paper.
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