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‘YOU’RE LOOKIN’ AT A LIVIN’ LEGEND,’ 
HE SAID, AND THEN FELL SILENT FOR 
A MOMENT. ‘Y’KNOW, THAT REALLY 
WORRIES ME. I ALWAYS THOUGHT 
A LEGEND WAS SOMETHIN’ DEAD.’

The tormented life of Jerry Lee Lewis is the most 
fabled in rock ’n’ roll history.

Demon-shadowed and God-fearing, his relentless, 
all-consuming pursuit of self-destruction clouded 

his life and his music.

Born in deep south Louisiana and raised on the 
Old Testament, ‘The Killer’ was continually torn 

between a harsh Pentecostal god and the worship of 
alcohol, drugs, and rock ’n’ roll. Nick Tosches’s electrifying 

account chronicles the monumental highs and lows of 
the ever-indomitable and ever-wild Jerry Lee, who rises 
to dizzying heights as a rock ’n’ roll icon only to lose it 

time and time again to his inner demons.

Searing, mythic and gloriously written, Hellfi re is 
an evocative, audacious journey into the soul of 

rock ’n’ roll itself.

‘The fi nest book ever written about a rock ’n’ roll performer’  
Greil Marcus

‘The best rock-and-roll biography ever written’  Newsday

‘Probably the best, certainly the most readable, 
account of a rock performer’s life’  Guardian

‘A work of art’  Boston Globe
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‘Superb’  New Yorker

‘Nick Tosches’s extravagant and evocative biography is a superbly  
told story that makes sense of the wildest, most messed-up survivor  

in the history of rock’n’roll. They don’t make them like that any more.  
And, perhaps for that very reason, they don’t write them like that  

any more. A killer of a book’  Sean O’Hagan, Observer Music Monthly

‘Terrific’  Washington Post

‘Brilliant . . . the best account we have of how the first rock  
and rollers were torn between salvation and the  

Devil’s music’  New Statesman

‘Tosches’s book is a work of art’  Boston Globe

‘To call Hellfire the best book written about a rock’n’roller is to miss  
the point . . . Hellfire is a rock’n’roll event’  Boston Phoenix

‘The finest rock-star bio ever’  Village Voice

‘A definitive rock biography’  Time

‘I read everything by Nick Tosches . . . words and wisdom that  
I shall carry with me into the fucking dirt’  Johnny Depp

‘Nick Tosches stands out as the kind of writer other writers only  
dream of becoming – amazing at fiction, unparalleled in journalism 

 and biography, and possessed of a stature and genius his lessers  
can but crouch beneath, gazing up in wonder, awe, and more  

than a little terror at what this man, in a single, unfinished life,  
has been able to accomplish on the page’  Jerry Stahl

‘He wrote some of the best and most evocative books  
on music’  Paris Review

‘As versatile, soulful, tough and funny as any writer at work  
in America today’  New York Daily News

‘A writer of rare humanity’  GQ
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about the author

Nick Tosches was a critically acclaimed American journalist, novelist and 
poet. Celebrated for defining the emerging genre of rock journalism in 
the 1970s, he is renowned for chronicling the lives of the great icons of 
his time.

His biographies include Country: The Biggest Music in America, 
Unsung Heroes of Rock’n’Roll: The Birth of Rock in the Wild Years Before 
Elvis, Power on Earth, Arbor House, Dino: Living High in the Dirty Business 
of Dreams, The Devil and Sonny Liston, Where Dead Voices Gather and King 
of the Jews.

He is also the author of the novels Cut Numbers, Trinities, In the Hand 
of Dante and Me and the Devil, and the poetry collection Chaldea and I 
Dig Girls. He died on 20 October 2019.
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